
This  Week At  ECASB …. 

Important news from this past week and news for the upcoming week. 

Week Ending OCTOBER 16, 2020 -  

OCTOBER IS NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BOARD APPRECIATION MONTH! THANK YOU 
FOR ALL YOU DO! At this point most board members should have received lawn signs with 
the message “We honor the School Board Member who resides here” The ECASB logo is 
included along with our web address.  Please save your signs for next year! 

WINNER OF THE ECASB BOARD CONNECTION TRIVIA IS EDEN DISTRICT CLERK BARB 
THOMASULO.  The trivia contest was to identify one of the organizations that November 
12th ECASB Speaker, David Little worked for.  He served as Governmental Relations Direc-
tor for New York State School Boards Association prior to becoming the Executive Director 
for the New York State Rural Schools Association.   

2020 VOTER GUIDE: HOW ARE YOU PLANNING TO VOTE? VOTE BY MAIL - apply online 
by October 27th.  Ballot must be postmarked by November 3rd.  VOTE EARLY - Vote be-
tween October 24th - and November 1st.  VOTE ON ELECTION DAY - NOVEMBER 3RD.   

NYSSBA ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING: Last day for a school district to register a delegate 
for the Business Meeting is October 21.  School Districts should review the resolutions so 
that the designated voting delegate will know the direction the board wants to take on the 
resolution, and the delegate can vote accordingly.   Business Meeting will take place on 
Saturday, October 31st from 8:30 am—10:30 am virtually.  There is no registration fee to at-
tend the business meeting.  Contact Director of Governmental Relations Brian Fessler at 
brian.fessler@nyssba.org for more information.    

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE:  There will be a Communications Committee meeting on 
Thursday, October 22, from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm. (This coming week).  The Ad Hoc Commit-
tee’s purpose will be to review the Communications of ECASB including all print, facebook, 
twitter, and ECASB web page and provide feedback and guidance.  Interested board mem-
bers should contact me at dlowrey@e1b.org. 

SOLAR ENERGY: This little bit of trivia was supplied by Solar Energy, one of this year’s 
ECASB Silver Sponsors.  380 School Districts in New York State currently have solar pro-
jects.  7,332 schools nationwide have solar projects that help reduce the overall cost of en-
ergy.   

SWEET HOME CSD SCHOOL BOARD MEETING:  One of the School Boards I was unable to 
get to last year was the Sweet Home CSD.  I finally made it!  I attended Tuesday night.  
Thank you to Superintendent Tony Day, Assistant Superintendent JoAnn Balazs, Director 
of Finance  & Plant Services, Donald Feldmann, and District Clerk Sherry McNamara.  
Thank you to Board President Scott Johnson, Vice President Marianne Jasen, and Board 
Members Amy Battaglia, Joshua Feldmann, Brian Laible, Kailey McDonald and Nadine 
Ocasio.  I enjoyed listening to the conversations about what is working well in the district 
and the areas that need refinement.  There was a lot of honest, candid and thoughtful con-
versation that took place between the board and the administration.   

NOVEMBER 12TH - ALBANY UPDATE:  Just a reminder that the Thursday, November 12th 
Albany Update with David Little will be an in person Dessert Forum.  Registration is limited 
to 35 –40 participants.  Please register with your District Clerks and register early if you 
plan to attend.  We will have a wait list if the number exceeds the 35-40 threshold. Only 14 
spots remain.    

NYSSBA SUPPORTED AND OPPOSED THE FOLLOWING: Bills that were either introduced 
in the Assembly or Senate this past year.  Some of the bills would have affected education, 



while others would have been neutral.  It is important to keep open lines of communication 
with your elected officials so that they are introducing bills that will benefit local public edu-
cation and not hurt it.   

 - OPPOSED: A.7042 (Peoples-Stokes) - Would have authorized the mayor to appoint at 
least two members of the Buffalo City School Board.  This bill did not move out Assembly 
and had no Senate sponsor.   

 - OPPOSED A.6787D (Wallace) - Would direct the commissioner of education to con-
duct a study on use of biometric identifying technology and prohibits the use of biometrics 
identifying technology in schools until July 1, 2022 or until the commissioner authorizes 
such purchase or utilization , whichever occurs later.  This bill passed both houses, but has 
yet to be delivered to governor.  (NYSSBA opposes any legislative regulatory mandates that 
would impose new unfunded or underfunded mandates).   

 - SUPPORTED S.115 (Ortt) - Would have expanded building aid eligible expenses to in-
clude expenditures for school safety and security. Bill did not move out of Senate Education 
Committee and did not have an Assembly sponsor.   

 - SUPPORTED A.6679-C (Ryan) - Require public service commission to review the 
availability of broadband service throughout the state of New York and work with internet 
service providers to prioritize expansion of broadband access to unserved and underserved 
communities.  The bill passed the Senate and assembly, but has not been delivered to the 
governor.   

 - OPPOSED S.1164 (Jacobs) - Would have required instruction in cursive writing and 
memorization of multiplication tables.  This bill did not move out of the senate or Assembly 
Education Committee.  (NYSSBA opposes legislative curriculum mandates).   

 - OPPOSED A.10296 (McMahon) - Would have required an education on sexual con-
sent. This bill did not move out of the Assembly Education Committee.   

 - OPPOSED S.127 (Ortt) A.4977 (DiPietro) Would have extended the residential-
commercial exemption program to all municipalities in the state. The legislation was not act-
ed upon by the Senate Local Government Committee or the Assembly Real Property Taxation 
Committee.   

 - OPPOSED S.4662 (Ranzenhofer) Would have authorized a residential redevelopment 
inhibited property tax exemption to be enacted by any local government in the state. This bill 
was not acted upon by the Senate Local Government committee.   

 - SUPPORTED S.756 (Kennedy) Would have replaced the current system of veterans’ 
real property tax exemptions funded by municipal tax revenue reduction with state funding. 
The legislation was not acted upon by the Senate Committee for Veterans, Homeland Securi-
ty and Military Affairs.  

 - SUPPORTED S.722 (Borrello) A.5797 (Giglio) Would have authorized the Salamanca 
City School District to establish a federal impact aid reserve fund This bill was not acted up-
on by the Senate or the Assembly Education Committee.   

 -SUPPORTED A.7576 (Ryan) Would have required that every IDA governance board in-
clude at least one school board member from a school district within the jurisdiction  of the 
IDA. The bill was not acted upon by either the Senate or Assembly Local Government Com-
mittee. 

 - SUPPORTED S.8063 (Gallivan) Would have excluded expenditures for school re-
source officers from tax levy limits. This bill did not move out of the Senate Education Com-
mittee and did not have an Assembly sponsor.   

 - SUPPORTED A.5168 (Schimminger) Would have created the Public Employees Fair 
Employment Act Study Commission to review the existing Taylor Law addressing labor rela-



tions between public employers  and their employees. The bill did not have a sponsor in the 
Senate and it was not acted upon by the Assembly Committee on Governmental Employees. 

 - SUPPORTED S.718 (Gallivan) Would have amended section 240 of the Penal Law to 
make all threats of violence against a school that would cause serious physical harm to 10 or 
more people a felony in New York State.  The bill did move out of the Senate Codes Commit-
tee and was not introduced in the Assembly.   

 - SUPPORTED S.718 (Gallivan) Would require the commissioner of education to notify 
municipal governments and superintendents when a sex offender is transferred to a commu-
nity program or residence.  This bill was not acted upon by the Senate Mental Health and De-
velopmental Disabilities Committee.   

 - SUPPORTED S.8162 (Kennedy) Would have required electronic cigarettes and e-liquid 
products to be sold in separate specific locations where only those 21 or older were permit-
ted to enter.  This bill was not acted upon by the Senate Health Committee.   

NOTE IF YOU ARE PLANNING ON ATTENDING THE DAVE LITTLE - ALBANY UPDATE TO 
FIND OUT “WHAT HAPPENS AFTER THE ELECTIONS”, THERE ARE ONLY 14 SPOTS RE-
MAINING.  FOR THE NOVEMBER 12TH PROGRAM.  REGISTER THROUGH YOUR DISTRICT 
CLERK. PLEASE NOTIFITY ECASB TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT.   

 

 
UPCOMING DATES:  

October 19 - 23, 2020 - NYS School Board Recognition Week 

October 22, 2020 - Ad Hoc Communications Committee (B2A) 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 

October 21,  2020 - NYSSBA  2020 Virtual Convention Begins 

November 5, 2020 - Executive Board Meeting 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

November 12, 2020 - Albany Update, David Little 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm (Limited Enrollment Allowed). 

November 14, 2020 - A New Kind of Legislative Breakfast - Watch for Details (Limited Enrollment Allowed). 

       “This Week at ECASB” IS  SPONSORED BY 2020-2021 SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR:  GORDON JONES ASSO-

CIATES ARCHITECTS , P.C. 


