
This  Week At  ECASB …. 

Important news from this past week and news for the upcoming week. 

Week Ending  April 9, 2021   Executive Director Cell Phone:  867-3531 

 

ECASB HELD A PANEL DISCUSSION FOR PROSPECTIVE SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS ON 
THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021:  Again, thank you to veteran school board members that took the 
time to serve on the panel and answer questions for potential school board candidates.  Board 
Members included Laura Heeter from Hamburg, Dawn Snyder from Clarence, Scott Johnson 
from Sweet Home and Charles Specht from Iroquois.  We had potential candidates from the fol-
lowing school districts that attended the meeting:  Akron CSD, Clarence CSD, Cleve Hill UFSD, 
East Aurora UFSD, Iroquois CSD, Ken-Ton UFSD, Lockport City School District, and North To-
nawanda City School District. 
 
DON’T FORGET TO NOMINATE AN ECASB MEMBER FOR THE LORIE SABO ADVOCACY 
AWARD:  This will be the first time this award will be given to a deserving member of ECASB 
who has tirelessly worked on your district’s and ECASB’s behalf advocating for public educa-
tion.  Although advocacy can be a labor of love - wouldn’t it be nice to acknowledge them for 
their work? 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  THE WESTERN NEW YORK LAW CONFERENCE WILL BE VIRTUAL 
ON AUGUST 10TH AND EITHER THE 11 OR 12TH (Note change in dates):  We are still working 
on the rest of the details which should be available circa April 2021.  We do know that Jay 
Worona, Esq, Chief Legal Counsel for New York State School Boards has agreed to present a 
year in review on August 10th. 
 
REGISTRATION FOR THE NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BOARD CONVENTION 2021– “COMING 
OF AGE”: Convention registration takes place on August 16, 2021.  The event will be an in per-
son event October 24th—26th at the New York Hilton Midtown in New York City.  More details 
will be provided as they become available.  
 
UPCOMING ON-TARGET VIRTUAL 45 MINUTE PROGRAMS: John W. Danforth will present on 
Monday, April 26th while C & S Companies will be on Tuesday, April 27th. The programs will 
run from 6:30 pm - 7:15 pm.  This is a great opportunity to learn about new topics of importance 
to School Board members without spending an entire evening at a program, and focus on how 
you can tie what you learn into your next capital project.  
 
DID YOU KNOW THAT SENATE BILL S4430 WHICH LOWERED THE NUMBER OF SIGNATURES 
REQUIRED FOR SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS THIS MAY WAS SPONSORED BY LOCAL NEW 
YORK STATE SENATOR SEAN RYAN.  Senator Ryan represents the following: Buffalo Public 
Schools, Eden CSD, Erie 1 BOCES, Erie 2 CC BOCES, Frontier CSD, Gowanda CSD, Grand Is-
land CSD, Hamburg CSD, Ken-Ton UFSD, Lackawanna City School District, Lake Shore CSD, 
North Collins CSD, Orchard Park CSD, Sweet Home CSD, Tonawanda City School District and 
West Seneca CSD.  If you are running this year, and need to secure signatures, drop Senator 
Ryan a quick note or post card and thank him for sponsoring this bill.   
 
BOCES - “GET TO KNOW BOCES” ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 25TH HAS BEEN 
RE-SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY APRIL 21, 2021.  The event has also been renamed a “Slice 
of Education”. The program will be our “Dessert Forum Program” and attendees will pick up 
pies and pastry prepared by Erie 1 BOCES students , and a gift card to Tim Hortons provided 
by ECASB to pick up coffee earlier in the day.  More details will be provided in the future.  The 
deadline to register for the event will be April 15th. No late registrants will be allowed due to the 
baking of pies for the attendees.  Board Members will register with their District Clerk.  
 



2021 ECASB AWARD WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED STARTING NEXT WEEK. I WILL SEND OUT 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS OF RECIPIENTS OF EACH OF THE AWARDS ON A WEEKLY BASIS.  Please 
keep in mind that we are looking at honoring the recipients at the October 2021 Dinner event instead 
of the traditional Dinner in June due to the Covid –19 pandemic.    
 
NYSSBA TAKE ACTION LETTERS… Did you know that when you send a NYSSBA Take Action Letter 
to your elected officials, that you can go in and edit the message to discuss specifics to your particu-
lar district.  Don’t have the time to alter the letter? - In that case, you can just hit send.    
 
NEW YORK STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT HAS ISSUED GUIDELINES FOR SAFETY MEASURES AT 
POLLING PLACES FOR THE UPCOMING SCHOOL BOARD ELCTIONS:  The website for information is: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/06/boe-
doh_covid19_pollsitecleaning_update_061120.pdf 
A few of the guidelines include:  
• Poll workers should not share food or beverages and workers are encouraged to bring their own 
food and beverages.  Workers should be social distanced while eating meals or taking breaks. 
• Polling sites must have a protocol, clear instructions and a greeter at the entrance of the polling 
location. 
• Poll workers must be screened before they enter the site and not permitted to enter if they: 
 - Tested positive for Covid-19 in the past 10 days 
 - Have been in close contact with anyone who tested positive. 
 - Are experiencing symptoms of Covid-19. 
 - Have a fever greater or equal to 100.0 degrees F. 
• Poll workers may provide an option for voters to provide contact information so they can be 
logged and contacted for contract tracing if necessary, however it is not mandated. 
• Hand hygiene posters must be posted in prominent places. 
• Hand sanitizing stations must be located near polling equipment. 
• 50% of the maximum occupancy for the area must be maintained at all times.   
• Everyone at the polling station over the age of two and who are able to medically tolerate a face 

covering must wear one at all times.  
 
NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION 2021-2022 ENACTED STATE BUDGET WEBI-
NAR:  NYSSBA Governmental Relations team will host a webinar on Wed. April 14th at 12:00 pm to 
review what it is included in the budget and what was left out.  If you did not get the link you can con-
tact Mark Guidetti at mark.guidetti@nyssba.org.    
 
2021-2022 SCHOOL AID RUNS AVAILABLE:  In the report, the stimulus allocations from December 
2020 CCRSA Act and the March 2021 ARO Act are listed as separate below-the-line allocations, which 
represent their one-time appropriation.  Budget bills continue to be printed and passage is likely to 
continue. 
 
INCREASE IN $1.4 BILLION IN FOUNDATION AID:  As mentioned in the NYSSBA News Release of 
April 7, 2021, the increase in the Foundation Aid will put all districts on track for full funding of foun-
dation aid within three years.  Three years can be a long time!  School Board members will need to 
realize that NOW MORE THAN EVER we will need to continue to advocate for funding in future years.  
If we can close that gap in three years - YOU, AS A SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER CAN SAY THAT YOU 
HAVE DONE YOUR JOB, and done it well! Take the time to send a quick note, email, or letter to your 
elected officials thanking them for their support of public education.   
 
BILL TRACK 50 ALERT:  Bill Track 50 sent an alert for Assembly Bill A06773 and  Senate Bill S06081 
which both provide for emergency appropriations from April 1st - April 8th due to the late budget.  As 
of April 6th,  the Senate bill has already crossed over to the Assembly.  The entire Legislative Com-
mittee next year will have access to Bill Track 50 and will receive training on the program. 
 
ECASB OFFICE CLOSED TODAY: Sue Summers will be taking a vacation day today. The ECASB of-
fice will be closed today (Friday, April 9, 2021).  We will be back in the office on Monday, April 12, 
2021. 
 



NEED YOUR ADVICE…. In addition to using the traditional ECASB Logo, I also include our logo on 
materials that have the following words under the logo “Where professional development, leadership 
and advocacy meet”.  Although the words help to define what we do, it does not define who we are.  
So...here is another - ECASB - “United in Public Education” or  ECASB - “United in Public Education 
throughout Western New York”. Let me know your thoughts.   
 

...Just My Thought…. Schools are Businesses… and just like businesses, there are people that 

have complaints about schools.   
 - Satisfied customers tell 3.7 people about their positive experience. 
 - Unhappy customers tell on the average 7 people about their experience. 
 - 43 percent of consumers use social media to register complaints (a notable increase since 
2017 when only 31% used social media. 
 - The good news, 32% were pleased with the way the company responded to their complaint 
versus in 2017 when only 21% were pleased with the response.   
 - The ease of making complaints on social media, versus actually picking up the phone, dial-
ing a number, and talking with an individual was the main reason for the increase in the use of social 
media to register complaints.   
 - 56 % of consumers in general indicated that they have had problems with a product or ser-
vice which is an increase since 2017.  
 - 2/3rds of consumers polled were not satisfied with the outcome of a complaint.   
  
 
UPCOMING ECASB DATES:  

April 15, 2021 - Delegate Assembly Team Meeting 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  

April 21, 2021 - Get to Know BOCES - Virtual Program with Dessert Pick-Up 

April 22, 2021 - Legislative Team Meeting 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

April 2021 - On Target Programs from John W. Danforth and C & S  Companies 

May 20, 2021 - Scholastic Achievement Dinner - More Details to follow.   

 

UPCOMING NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BOARD EVENTS: (Check www.nyssba.org for details):  

• April 21 - Policy Workshop (Virtual) 

• May 19 - Member Relations Event (Live Virtual Mini Conference)  

• Check out NYSSBA for New Board Member Academies and Summer Law Conference offerings.  

• October 18-22th - School Board Recognition Week 

• October 24-26, Annual Convention and Education Expo - New York City 

SPONSOR / CLIENT WORKSHOPS: (Register directly with sponsors) 

• HARRIS BEACH PLLC - Friday, June 4th 8:00 am-10:00 am; Americans with Disabilities, FMLA 

   

THIS WEEK’S “This Week at  ECASB” IS  SPONSORED BY 2020-2021   

SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR : John W. Danforth Company. 


