
This  Week At  ECASB …. 

Important news from this past week and news for the upcoming week. 

Week Ending  August 7, 2021   Executive Director Cell Phone:  867-3531 

 
REGISTRATION FOR THE NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BOARD CONVENTION 2021– “COMING OF AGE”: Con-
vention registration takes place starting on August 16, 2021.  The event will be an in person event October 
24th—26th at the New York Hilton Midtown in New York City.  
 
WATCH FOR THE “LEADERS AMONG US”.  THE DOCUMENTS FEATURE ECASB MEMBER DISTRICT BOARD 
PROFILES: There are a few school board presidents from last year that were not featured, as well as new presi-
dents we will feature in the near future.  The documents will also be available on our website once they have 
been sent out.    
 
IF YOU ARE REGISTERED FOR THE WNY LAW CONFERENCE, YOU SHOULD HAVE RECEIVED THE ZOOM 
LINKS FOR THE SESSIONS: The links for the individual sessions were sent out by the Western New York Ser-
vice Council.  If you have not received the link, please let Sue Summers know in our office.   
 
LATE PAYMENT NOTICES WERE SENT OUT BY OUR BOOKKEEPER, RYAN ON MONDAY:  To those districts 
that have not sent in their annual dues check.  If the money crossed in the mail, please disregard the notices.  
 
WE HAVE RECEIVED ALL THE MEETING SCHEDULES FOR THE ECASB MEMBER BOARDS:  I hope to start 
attending meetings during the month of August.  In addition, this year, our Program Services Manager Jane 
Sullivan as well as our Executive Secretary/information Specialist Sue Summers may attend a few of our mem-
ber board meetings.   
 
CUOMO: “SOME SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHOULD REQUIRE VACCINATIONS OR WEEKLY TESTING FOR TEACH-
ERS:  At a news conference, Cuomo stated “If you want to teach my kids, you ought to be vaccinated,”. In a 

press conference on August 4th, which is available via youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvhRJv8FqyE  
Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz and Erie County Health Commissioner Gail Burstein, MD provided the 
following information: 

 - 90,543 people have had COVID-19 in Erie County since the pandemic started. 
 - 109 new cases on August 3, 2021 
 - 7 day average is 591 
 - On August 2nd, there were 40 patients in Erie County hospitals with 5 in ICU and 3 on airway assisted 
machines. 
 -  Week ending new cases and cases per 100,000 residents: 
  6/26  49   5.3% 
  7/3  75  8.2% 
  7/10  68  7.4% 
  7/17  173  18.8% 
  7/24  297  32.3% 
  7/31  531  58.2% 
 - 5 top age groups affected in last 7 days: 
  20-29 years of age  132 new cases 
  30-39 years of age  83 new cases 
  40-49 years of age  60 new cases 
  50-59 years of age  60 new cases 
  10-19 & 60-69 years of age 57 new cases 
 - Highest number of new cases by zip codes in Western New York 
  14221 (Amherst/Williamsville/Clarence 37 
  14215 (Buffalo - East)    36  
  14086 (Lancaster)    24 
  14224 (West Seneca)    24 
  14043 (Depew)     22 
 - Break down of deaths of months since January: 
  - January   269 
  - February  136 
  - March   57 
  - April    100 
  - May   65 
  - June    18 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvhRJv8FqyE


  - July   9 
  * of the 192 deaths since April, 182 (95%) were not fully vaccinated prior to infection.   
 - Erie County is now asking individuals to get tested 3-5 days after exposure.  The guideline had been 
5—7 days after exposure, however due to the easier rates of transmission, the number of days after exposure 
has decreased.   
 - The PCR (molecular test results) can be obtained in 1-3 days. 
 - The Point of Care rapid results are immediate. 
 - Phone number for testing or vaccinations is 716-858-2929 
 Vaccination numbers as of August 2, 2021 
  - 60.9% residents received vaccinations 
  - 72.1% of those years and older 18+ have received vaccinations 
  - 51.6% 16-17 years of age who have been vaccinated 
  -44.8% 12-15 years of age who have been vaccinated 
  -57% or 553,005 residents have received their second dose. 
 The following statements were made by Erie County Health Commissioner: 
  - “outbreaks in schools have occurred in camps, summer programs and child care” 
  - “many programs are not adhering to guidelines . Unvaccinated staff are not wearing masks, 
staff and children are showing up sick, there are no seating charts, room charts and staff is using multiple 
rooms making it difficult for contract tracing, no masks are being worn”.   
  -ECDOH is planning on serving as a partner with schools during the school year for COVID-19 
testing.  
  -The Delta variant is 2x’s more contagious and can be more severe. 
  - The Delta variant can be transmitted from both vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals. 
  - Vaccines can prevent a serious illness by as much as 90% 
  - Counties that have lower vaccination rates are having twice the rates of transmission. 
  - Counties that have lower vaccination rates are having two times as many deaths.  
The following questions were asked of the County Executive.  His answers appear below as well: 
 Q. Will there be another shut down? 
 A. At this point, we are not facing a shut down.  They are asking private entities to recommend wearing 
of masks in their business.  Masks are required in all county buildings and facilities.   
 Q.  At what point will the county mandate the use of masks. 
 A. There are too many variables and they don’t have all the numbers. 
 Q. NYC required proof of vaccination for some events including restaurants, Broadway shows and in 
gyms.  Will Erie County follow suit? 
 A. Before the county moved to that point, they would mandate the use of masks first. 
 Q.  Have hospital systems been sending ventilators to other parts of the country. 
 A.  Reporters should check directly with the hospital systems. 
 Q.  Is the county forecasting when we will move to a category of “High transmission”? 
 A.  The county is not speculating, at this point they are watching trends.   
 Q.  Can the county executive mandate the use of masks? 
 A. Erie County is still in a state of emergency and under NYS law, the county executive can issue that 
order.  
 Q.  Will schools be required to mask when they return in the fall of the year? 
 A.  They have been told the state is working on it.  The county has the authority to impose a mask man-
date for schools as well as shut down schools.  The county executive will wait to see what the New York State 
Department of Health and the State Education Department decide first.   
 
 
AREA 1 DIRECTOR: Linda Hoffman, Erie 2 CC BOCES member will be running for Area 1 Director again this 
year.  The Area 1 Director position is a two year elected position by school districts in Area 1.  The Area 1 Direc-
tor also serves as a member of the Executive Board.  Many of you have known Linda for many years as she has 
been present at Delegate Assembly meetings, Legislative Meetings, Budget and Finance Meetings, Speed 
Boarding Events, Dinner programs and the annual Law Conferences.  She has served as the President, Vice 
President and Treasurer of ECASB in the past, so she has been an invaluable resource to ECASB over her 
years of service.  Linda has been the recipient of the ECASB Laura Burns Advocacy for Children Award, the Di-
ana Miller Service to Education Award, and is this year’s recipient of the Wayne Schlifke Lifetime Achievement 
Award.  Linda has over the course of her board service received numerous Rising Star and Shining Star Awards 
as well as New York State School Boards Mastery Award .  She is a former member of the Springville Griffith 
Institute School District.   
 
THROWBACK THURSDAY ON A FRIDAY: As I was working on the idea of having my vehicle wrapped by VSP 
Graphics, I decided to also have the year that ECASB was founded, placed within the graphics on the van.  
ECASB was founded in 1930 and incorporated in 1968.  Thinking about those dates made me think that we 
should probably have the history of the organization documented somewhere.  One of my goals will be to work 
on putting the history of the organization.  If there are any volunteers that want to go through files and help put 



that information together, please let me know.  We may reach out to some of our more seasoned Board Mem-
bers to recall information that may not be in the files.  One of the first items I began to think about was the 
NYSSBA Area 1 Director.  The NYSSBA Area 1 Director serves on the ECASB Executive Board and will reach 
out and assist Area 1 (Erie and Niagara County) school districts. I contacted Mary Metheny from NYSSBA and 
was able to put together the history of past Area 1 Directors.  ECASB HAS BEEN FORTUNATE TO ALWAYS 
HAVE THE AREA 1 DIRECTOR SERVE FROM ONE OF OUR MEMBER BOARDS! 
 Linda Hoffman - Erie 2 CC BOCES (October 2009 - Present) 
  * Linda also had served on the Springville Griffith Institute CSD at one time. 
 David Smaczniak - West Seneca CSD (January 2008 - October 2009) 
 Wayne Schlifke - Erie 1 BOCES (October 2000 - December 2007) 
  * Wayne also had served on the Depew UFSD at one time. 
 Allison Hyde - Hopevale (January 1988 - September 2000) 
  * Allison also served on the East Aurora UFSD at one time. 
 Judy Katz - Williamsville CSD (January 1984 - December 1987) 
  * Judy also served on the Erie 1 BOCES Board at one time. 
 Agnes Lillis - West Seneca CSD (January 1982 - December 1983) 
 George Muller - Erie 1 BOCES (January 1976 - December 1981) 
  * George may have served earlier, however the earliest record available is 1976. 
 
MEANWHILE AT SED, COMMISSIONER ROSA HAS ASKED THE GOVERNOR AND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
TO RECOMMEND BEST PRACTICES INCLUDING: 

• Masking for individuals, and for all indoor events in all schools in lieu of screening and testing. 

• Use of mass transit masking rules for school-supplied transportation with no physical distancing. 

• Physical distancing of three feet indoors, where possible with local discretion.   
 
NYSSBA BOARD OFFICERS ACADEMY: NYSSBA offers a board officers workshop.  The virtual event will be 
October 15, 2021.  The closest in-person event will be in Rochester, New York on October 1, 2021.  Please check 
out www.nyssba.org for more information.   
 
WE SAY GOOD BYE TO FRONTIER DISTRICT CLERK LINDA LEISING WHO WILL BE RETIRING SEPTEMBER 17, 
2021.  We wish you well in retirement.  You will be missed.   
 
PROGRAM SERVICES MANAGER:  Jane Sullivan started this week and has several projects underway.  Jane 
will have a monthly Advocacy newsletter that will recognize ECASB School Board Members and their advocacy 
efforts.  
 
JUST AN FYI… According to the Buffalo News, in New York City, starting September 13th, people that are eating 
indoors at restaurants, visiting gyms or attending Broadway shows will need to show proof of vaccination.  
Showing proof of vaccination is part of an initiative entitled “Key to NYCPass” which is a strategy of requiring 
proof of vaccination.  Proof can be in the form of the city’s new app, the state’s excelsior app or a paper card to 
show proof of vaccination.   
 
AND WE WAIT… The New York State attorney general, Letitia James has concluded her investigation into the 
abuse and harassment towards female workers in the Governor’s office.  Many people are urging the Governor 
to resign.  Pressure is coming from local representatives, other state elected officials, and national legislators 
as well as the President.  If the Governor does not resign, the assembly could decide on whether an impeach-
ment process needs to move forward by a majority vote of the Assembly.  The Senate would then make a deci-
sion.  The resolution would need to pass by 2/3 of the New York State Senate.   
 
EMERGENCY CONNECTIVITY FUND APPLICATIONS CLOSE AUGUST 13, 2021: The American Rescue Plan Act 
established the $7.17 billon Emergency Connectivity Fund that will help schools and libraries provide for ser-
vices.  Eligible equipment includes Wi-Fi, hotspots, modems, routers, laptops and computers.  The application 
window opened June 29th and closes August 13th.  Requests for funding will cover eligible costs from July 1, 
2021 - June 30, 2022. 
 
 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL ON AUGUST 9TH FOR AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NYSSBA MEMBERSHIP 
SURVEY.  NYSSBA would like your opinions and to know your viewpoints They want to know what your needs 
are so that they can better serve you.   
 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR TWO UPCOMING ECASB DINNERS: 
 - August 26th will be our Back to School Dinner. Assistant Superintendent Mark Mambretti will be the 
motivational speaker.  A flyer was sent out last week.  You will find it under the Program Tab at www.ecasb.org.  



Deadline to register with your District Clerk is August 19, 2021. This is a great time of year to kick off a school 
year.    
 
VACATIONS AT ECASB: Sue Summers will be on vacation from August 16th - August 20th.   
  
UPCOMING ECASB DATES:  

• August 10 & 12, 2021—WNY Law Conference (All attendees should be registered by now).    

• August 26, 2021 - Back to School Dinner with Keynote address by East Aurora UFSD’s Director of Technology Instruc-
tion & Personnel, Mark Mambretti will provide inspiration to ECASB members attending the dinner as we begin a new 
school year.   

• October 7, 2021 - Annual ECASB Dinner 

UPCOMING NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL BOARD EVENTS: (Check www.nyssba.org for details):  

• Rochester October 18-22nd - School Board Recognition Week 

• October 24-26, Annual NYSSBA Convention and Education Expo - New York City 

 

ADVOCACY EVENTS:  

 - David DiPietro’s 3rd annual Sportsman Dinner scheduled for Thursday, September 30, 2021 at Lucarelli’s Banquet 
Center 1830 Abbott Road, Lackawanna to honor David Bellavia 

NYSSBA COMING OF AGE 2021 CONVENTION NEWS:  As NYSSBA prepares for the annual conven-
tion, ECASB will share Convention highlights and upcoming dates in the This Week at ECASB:   

Registration opens August 16th, 2021.   

 

 

The boards have been at the office for less than a week and 

the ECASB office staff  has  already been challenged by the Sec-

tion VI office staff just down the hall.  If the weather holds up, 

we will have the tournament during lunch next week.  We will 

let you know how we fare.  Boards were custom made and 

provided by Queen City Yard Game Co. They have many in 

stock boards.  They also will custom design boards.  Queen City 

Yard Games is located at 800 Walck Road, North Tonawanda, 

New York .  Phone number is 716-866-0667. Website is http://

theqcyg.com. In addition to the boards, they also sell the bags, 

scoring towers small boards and other yard games.  Below are 

some of the custom designed boards they have created. The 

picture to the left is ECASB’s board.    


